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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 



SECRST/NODIS 



MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 



PARTICIPANTS : 



Chairman Mao Tse Tung 



Vice Premier Teng Hsiao-P'ing 
Vice Premier Li Hsien-Nien 
Foreign Minister Chiao Kuan-hua 
Ambassador Huang Chen, 

Chief of the PRC Liaison Office 
Vice Foreign Minister Wang Jai-Hung 
Chang Han-chih, Interpreter, 

Deputy Director, MFA 
Tang Weng-shen, Interpreter, 

Deputy Director, MFA 
Nurse/Interpreter 



President Gerald R. Ford 

Secretary of State Henry A. K^k singer 

Ambassador George Bush, 

Chief of the United States Liaison Offic 
Mr. Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the 

President 

Mr. Winston Lord, Director, Policy Planning 
Staff, Department of State 



DATE AND TIME: 



Tuesday, December 2, 1975 
4:10 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 



PLACE: 



Chairman Mao's Residence 

Peking, People's Republic of China 



(At approximately 3:00 p.m. the Chinese informed the 
United States party that Chairman Mao wished to see 
President Ford. The President, his wife and daughter, 
and other members of the United States party left the 
President's villa at 4:00 p.m. and drove to Chairman 
Mao's residence through a front gate of the Forbidden 
City complex. They were greeted at the entrance to the 
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residence bv Vice Premier Teng and the other Chinese 

officios and were escorted into the Chairman's den. 

?he Chairman stood up to greet the American 

While photographers took P^"' h * S £?f following: 

exchanged brief greetings with each of *g£^*&siager. 

left the room except for President Ford, Secre-ary 
Kissinger, Ambassador Bush, Mr. Scowcroft, and Mr- Lord. 

the conversation began.) 

Chairman Mao : So how are you? 

President Ford : Fine. I hope you are too. 

Chairman Mao : I am not well- I am sick. 

■ President- Ford : I think you look very well, Siqfc 

Chairman Mao : My appearance is not so bad. And how is 
Mr- Secretary of State? 

^r.tarv Kissinger : I am very well. I am, happy to be 
here. 

Chairman Mao : And how are all the other American friends? 

President Ford : They are all very £ealthy.^e had a 
7 ery good disc ussion this morning, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Mao : So what did you discuss? 

President Ford: We discussed the Problems we have with 

Se neet for your country and mine to work in parallel 
to achieve what is good for both of us. 
Chairman Mao : We do not have much ability. We can 
only fire such empty cannons. 
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President Ford : I do not believe that, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Mao : With regard to cursing, we have some 
ability in that respect. 

President Ford : We can too. 

Chairman Mao : And you also? Then we shall reach an 
agreement. 

President Ford : We can also use force against a country 
which causes much trouble. 

Chairman Mao : That is not bad. Then we have reached 
another agreement. 

President Ford : We were very specific this morning in 
discussing whom we were talking about. 

Chairman Mao : It can be none other but the Socialist 
Imperialists. 

President Ford : There was some strong language used -this. 
morning , Mr . Chairman . 

Chairman Mao : (pointing to Tcng) That is, you criticized 
him. 

President Ford : We strongly criticized another country 
Chairman Mao : The one in the North. 
President Ford : Yes 

Chairman Mao : Your Secretary of State has been interfering 
in my internal affairs. 

President Ford : Tell me about it- 

Cha irman Mao : He does not allow me to go and meet God. 
He even tells me to disobey the order that God has given 
to me. God has sent me an invitation, yet he (Secretary 
Kissinger) says, don't go. 

Secretary Kissinger : That would be too powerful a com- 
bination if he went there. 
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fiprrfltarv Kissinger : We are very glad. 

President Ford : To God? 
chairman Mao ; No, to me. 

(Chairman Mao speaks with Ambassador Huang in Chinese.) 

How are things going, Mr. Huang Chen? Are you still going 
back (to the United States)? 

a ^ aS sador Huang : I listen to the Chairman's instructions. 
Chairman Mao -. Mr. President, do you want him? 
pSSdSLsr*-- we certainly want him back Our *la- 

Chairman Mao : (to Ambassador Bush) Are you. staying? 
Ambassador 3ush : Just a few days. 
Chairman Mao : You have been promoted. 

President Ford: Yes, he has been. We are going to submit 

"a name tor a feplacement within a month. 

Chairman Mao : We are very reluctant to let him go. 

lut we will replace him with an equally good man. 

Chairman Mao: That would be good. And it seems to me 
that^Lt will also be better for Huang Chen to go back 
to the United States. 
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ambassador Huang : I will firmly carry °f _£* a f *™ e S 
instructions. X do want to come back (to China) Because 
I have been abroad too long. But I will do what the 

Chairman says. 

Chairman Mao : You should stay there one or two years 
more- 

ambassador Huang . All right, I ^^^g^g* 0 
Sad rirmlv carry out the Chairman's instructions. 

vou will suffer at their hands -- that is, a civil ^ 
sity to have a look at them. 

President Ford : I would not understand the signs. 

t hoop vour telling the Ambassador. ,to stay two mojg years 
Lanftn!rwrare n going to continue the good relations 
between our two countries, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Mao : Yes. Yes, relations between our two 
Countries sho uld continue. It seems to me £ present 
there is nothing verv much between our two countries, 

country anl mine. Probably this ne£ year, 

and the year after there will not be anything grea - 
happening between our two countries. Perhaps afterwards 
the situation might become a bit better. 
President Ford: In the meantime, Mr. Chairman, I think 

from some countries such as the Soviet Union. 

Chairman Mao : Yes. Anyway we have no co nfid ence in the 
Soviet Union . And Teng Hsiao-P'ing does not like the 
Soviet Union either- 

President Ford : We have similar f eelings as to Jheir 
overall design s to expand on a worldwide basis 
territorially, economically and otherwise. But we are 
going to meet the challenge. 
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rvia-i man Mao : 
challenge. 



Good. 



We are ai^o going to meet their 



P-sident^ord: -^X^' * 
bilateral basis. 

Cteirmanjlao-. You mean between us? 

p-r^ident Ford ; Yes. 

Chairman Mao: That would be good. 

President Ford: In the -eanti-e. -^^n &*I£t 
Uli y and min e work to meet the f *£f l^ elop greater 
Invest, from the Soviet £atin«ed progress 

sfs^i^a^^V*- states and the 

People's Republic. ^ ^ 

OSiEKSJS* . Slly^ct S lomething we will 

the Soviet union will actu^ any. «. 
still have to wait and see. 

Presiden^crd, «- bf w^if^e 5" 
hSv- e to convince the Soviet Onion oy ^ __ nQt ds , 

the United States and the *f P^^^e to keep the 
out backed up by action w £ £SSuEe from the East will 

reTtrfngVke^ur LSS. on our side. 

c hairman Mao : 

™ ^u,« fhat Mr. Chairman, 

Presiden^d: «p f° ^ ^ er ic^ people expect 
Is we have in the part- ^ a ^ and we will in the 

^e^Mo-re^han -ds^nd "morgan empty cannons. 

Chairman Mao: So you have solid cannons? 

S'i.SLS.^ 5?<SS irwlii^t 

be kept dry- 



just firing of some empty cannon, cursing. 
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Chairman Mao: That is all right. 
Il lfSw you peacefully coexist. 

A Rut that does not mean that we will not 

tinue to do so. 

cHairman Mao : That is good. 

Presiden^Ford: (nodding yes) And - ^ ort 

w Yes a gentleman's agreement. 
C hairman Mao : xes- 

TT^rd- That is the best way to achieve success 
tpSimmon i. «* a gentler- 

■n. _ . Thev are not gentlemen. 
Chairman Mao: mey = 

^e^rd: Those are Kinder words than we c^ed 

• this morning- 

ffldSS^i. 1 ffi foPeThatTn^e^e fur SS"* 
SStS^LTi. f/iendly ? to each other. . 

E£S£^SStFord: Mr Chapman, that is the g^**^. 
the American people and \ overt he last three 

stood that the h ls * orl = f^ S C oSSy are fully supported 
years by your <=°^ £ e "^Size, as we do, that 
ty the ^ ica V^^ to T p r evenf actions by expansionist 
there must be strength to prevent ^ tal? 

countries such as the Soviet union ^ it _ Ia 

our military capability ^ t ^ ay r ^ inta in the world m 
Tst^andTeltel Position. 

,hairman Mao : Good. So we don't have any conflicts. 

~h~.a i we do have con- 

^em and nope to eliminate them. 
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t v^<= there are bound to be con- 

Chairnan Mao : Indeed. Yes, ^ ere ^ d the Unite d 

gS. b SSrSi^S°t SSS^^-S different 
ideologies. 

the peoples. 

. aT1 Mao . (After a brief coughing spell.) For 

talks go really well. 

"^ES"^ wtlt^o^ef halTy!^ 
twice. Sotnetimes the talks went wexx^ because „ e 

I think this is an indica tion ^ wg will 

£ £e going S £Virf anfnave Le f^*g£** 

iL^^t^^* oTcountS if we 

are firm, which we intend to be. 

Chairman Mao : Good. 

How are your relations with Japan now? 
before? 

President Ford : Yes they are As ^^i^' 
i visited Jap£n about a year ago It was the ^ ^ 

|e^ioS e w^an e are e the^they Sen at any 

time since World War II. 



Better than 



japan also is threatened by the Soviet 



Chairman Mao : 
Union- 

Eresidentjord: 1 ^ d th!t e |h?na anHapan'ha^ ESS" 
I think it is important that Cnina an d Ja p relations 

St s^ssr^ ^ 22 they have been - 
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Chairman Mao : And for Japan, its relations with you 
cone first and their relations with us are second. 

Pre sident Ford : Are your relations with Japan very 
good? 

Chairman Mao : They are not bad. Nor are they so good. 

President Ford : You want them to be better, don't you? 

Chairman Mao : Yes. They have a pro-Soviet faction that 
is opposed to talking about hegemony. 

Secretary Kissinger : Or just afraid. 

Chairman Mao : Yes, indeed. 

President Ford : How are your relations with Western 
European countries, Mr. Chairman? 

Chairman Mao : They are better, better than our rela- 
tions vitft Japan. - - - ••• ■ ^ 

President Ford : It's important that our relations with 
Western Europe as well as yours be good to meet the 
challenge of any Soviet expansion in Western Europe. 

Ch airman Mao : - Yes- Yes, and on this we have a common 
point there with you. We have no conflict of interests 
in Europe. -- ■ 

President Ford: As a matter of fact, Mr. Chairman, some 
of us believe that China does more for Western European 
unity and the strengthening of NATO than some of those 
countries do for themselves. 

Chairman Mao : They are too scattered. 

President Ford : Some of them are not as strong and forth- 
right as they should be. 

Chairman Mao : As I see it, Sweden is not bad. West 
Germany is not bad. Yugoslavia is also good. Holland 
and Belgium are lagging a bit behind. 
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-esiden^: ? ^so'fwea^esfes ^uga^aT 

SaiiHaiao' Yes ' *£ d be tter rtugal seems *° be 

stable. XL seems to be better. 

Presid^ntFord: *es inthe las* have 
^Iled to stabilize the situation. 

we agree with you.that ^gosl-ia is ^P^nio^ but 
J?S Sn^E^^^"" after Tito. 

^^o, *es, perhaps after Tito it will be Kardel, . 

Secretar y Kissinger - ^fZ^l^tt 

groups. 4> 
made or~o many former states. 

17SSEln=e S rir;sr d ^ Ceausescu. ■ 

Chairman Mao: Good. 

■„ , vnr *. we are very concerned about the station 
PrsidentFord. we are Th y^ n „ we do support. 

^TS^nr^ell, Mr Chairman The that would 
We hope he will be able to £* n w ^ 1 with him in trying 
^ave^hfnecfsSry control cfthe station during this 
period of transition. 

STSJ^S^TS ^oftugatr 

BSSSS^* * ^^even ^anco!° EftT 

l^f^frew^ing t'hatYpain will be .ore acceptable 
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-r ,^,>inn «e feel that the 
to the KATO alliance. In a^^^L the Spanish 
EEC ought to be responsive to movcne ^t by &s * whQle/ 

Government to^^g^g^^S^h al we can. 
We will work in both directions 

„ hpv are not radical enough for 
Secretary Kissinger i They are non 
the Europeans. 

curse Franco. 

^T^Sir^E^n ^gfSrSece! Turkey, 

strong - T Por £^' J**^ be strengthened if we are to 
Yugoslavia. All that must oe * soviet Union, 

meet any expansionist efforts oy «i 

r . v eSr and we think Greece should 

Chairman Mao: Good. *es, an 
get better. 

S-vien^ord: *es t hey «*• ^gln^he 

CTi7 ~ 5SF ^ n ^nd°wf ™tf he!p them, And we hope 
right direction and we wa.ll n ? in 
they will come back as a ruix v<^ 

ChaixmanMao: That would be good. 

President^: ^r„ot S be SSSSSl^S^sSS"^ 

^SfSc W tenf to°wea^nT A TO and give encouraganent 

to the Soviet Union, 
rh airman Mag : Oh? 

be any stagnation m advancing to fcaken pl e 

As soon as the next election in the ^ a faroadf 

^sfanf pe^nln^Scnrthlt Sea. 

Permanent peace would be difficult to 

achieve. 
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Prej^ntFord: Yes the, .ha- no, had it f -e^for^ 
Centuries. But the effort to *chiev e .^.^ influe nce 

effort, would el«"»£ » ^il thete is stagnation, that 
in that area of the world. M to stir u p trouble, 
gives the Soviet Union the °P?°£ tunity oust be continual 
Therefore, we are convinced that there develop 
Sent. .And the Sinai Agreement ^shelpe^ 

SSSt SSiS'Sl^^P-t of the world. 

Chairman Mao : I don't oppose that. 

- ..„ the subcontinent, we 

President Ford : ^"fX^ base in Diego 
expect to have uffto**^ W £ improve our relations 
Garcia. Of course,. e Q £ arms ban so that they 
with Pakistan. We have ^tea sufficient military 
can help themselves and develops ^ ^ b£ a 

SS£SS ven^e^tnfxnd^ should attempt any 
military operation. *k 
r.hairman Mao : That would be good. 

Pr esident Ford : What is your appraisal 
o f the situatio n in Bangladesh? 

SSoHhlre?- FfrLps E"^*- some time m; 
getting there. 



Mr - Chairman , 



There is such a danger, and we must 



chairman Mao : 
beware. 

^SfSS SYofdo^nere (Bangladesh). 
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Chairman Mao: Indeed. If they should take such action 
In that area we would oppose it. 

such action by India. 

Chairman Mao : Yes. We have reached another agreement. 

President Ford: I » ■™» B S I1 *3.*LSSS^2-"^ 

as we about the Soviet Union rn the inai ^ rica _ These 
of course their efforts on the east siae 
developments are vigorously opposed by us * ^ 
actlors^veKe St^nfon from getting a stronghold 
in that part of that great continent. 

Chairman Mao : You don't seem to have many means. Nor do 
we. 

P^sident Ford : I think we both could do better, 
Mr. Chairman- 

Chairman Mao : I am in favor of driving the Sovie* Onion 
out. 

President Ford : If we both make a good effort, we can. 
Chairman Mao : Through the Congo -- Kinshasha, Zaire. 

m „ rT*ik<; in Chinese to the Chairman) 

s^sr^iLrSi^si^ e whole 

Chain^nMao: South Africa does not have a very good 
reputation. 

SSSiSffltlSSa- But they are fighting to ^P^^f 
Union from expanding, fL^*S£oJ* Labia and Zaire. 

s%ssr«s s if stj H d -'is 
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Soviet Union. 

Premier Teng : You mean you admire South Africa? 

President Ford : \o .They ^a^a |£° g * t ^totally 
IfSelr^^ourany s^ufaSo^y theVited States. 

viee Premier Teng : In Angola. 

President Ford : South Africa is against the MPLA. 
Chairman Mao : This is a question that needs study. 
President Ford : Time is of the essence. 
Chairman Mao : It seems to me that the MPLA will not be 
successrux. ^ 
President Ford : We certainly hope not. 

secre^rv Kissinger: ^^S^^^ 
^fhemlthe ^Tf^ 

kd^tlf ^! cS a get n lhem°?he e^ent if 

others give them the training- 

SsSSSaJS* «» ^f^VnSd'on^r?^ SS? that 
SrfSgoS ^goThrough? Perhaps now we should wor* 
through Zaire. 

^ P^Ler Teng : Perhaps it is better through Zaire. 
Secretar y , Kissinger , T f ^ ^ the^ine^e 

side could perhaps use ^!^ C i n Africa if Mozambique 

It would have a moral sxgni-ic^e xn (There is 

did not support the soviet group, the w>m- 
discussion among the Chinese) - 
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„ ao - Buf you know, Mozambique supports the 
igf^^pr^ly be difficult. 

VicePre^ierJena.: Impossible. 

7TlZ~nger= I know. They may not under stand 

^S^-^^g because they also look up 
very much. 

Chaixman_Mao : we might make a try „_ stands 

1:22 " „ *-h ink Mozambique understands 

Secretarv^iss^g: Xto^ j££ and they listen 

Ch^irma £ _Ma°-- we can make a try. 

Tpna . we can make a try but it might not 

Vice Pre mier Teng. . we 
^InSHIy-bi-etfect^e. 

Secretarx^issingjr: That's true. 

m-o. Zaire is probably more reliable, 
r^irman Mao: Zaire if ,-tive 

7a ire should be a base for active 
agggspgSU 1-help from Mozambique ^ _ 
^fthey will stay °ut ofrt.JJ can^ ^ 
Mozambique, but mayoe ^ 

°ere doing well up until f* 0 ?^? if the MPLA should 

by you and others- 

firman Mag: That's hard to say. 

So you think that's about all? 
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President Ford : I might say in reference to Angola, 
just before I left Washington I approved another 
$35 million to help the other two forces. This is a 
solid indication to meet the challenge of the Soviet 
Union and defeat the MPLA. 

Chairman Mao : Good. (Chinese photographers enter room 
and take movies. ) 

President Ford : I wish to thank you, Mr. Chairman, for 
the opportunity to discuss the world situation and indicate 
our desire to expand our bilateral relations and work in 
parallel on many, many problems on the global scene. 

Chairman Mao : Yes there are now some newspaper reports 
that describe relations between us two as being very 
bad. Perhaps you should let them in on the story a 
bit and maybe brief them. 

Secretary Kissinger : On both sides. They hear some of 
it in Peking. 

Chairman Mao : But that is not from us. Those foreigners 
give that briefing. 

President Ford : We don't believe all we read in our 
papers, Mr. Chairman. (The photographers leave the 
room. ) I think it is vitally important that both 
countries create the impression on a world-wide basis 
that our relations are good. When I return to the 
United States I will report that they are good, and I 
hope your people will do the same. It's not only 
important to have good relations, but to have the world 
believe that they are good. 

Chairman Mao : We can go at it bit by bit. 

President Ford : We will work on it, too. 

Chairman Mao: So. 
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hands Inl ff?^ P St 2°? u? and the ^erican guests shook 
r^h^r^v • SOOd " bye Wlth the Chairman as the photog- 
l*kl lt * ook ? lctu - es - The Chairman then indicated ? 
Wi?h 1 !^ e ? C °: fc the Pr es^ent to the outside room. 
?i ? Clp ° f the nurse ' he walked with the President 

^ K r r °° m Where once a ^in the American guestl 
said good-bye to the Chairman as pictures were tlke^T 

^^K F ? r \ thanked the Chairman aSTLS^fS" 
thought that the t=lks were mutually beneficial Secrete™ 

orlers Sald ^ was 9lad tha ' ^ IhSLn Ibeyld ^ 
said Sit h P A™ 2°^ t0 g °- to heaven " Resident Ford 
S£ d H^Vk • ° Ped t0 strai 9hten the Secretary out so 
that the Chairman could go to heaven, but he and the 

SI Sovnwiyf" 1313 - ThS -tared thei/cars 

the ~^^^ ?e u later i3SUed a press announcement of 
the meeting which is attached at TAB A.) 
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